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Purpose of Today’s Public Information Centre
 To provide rightsholders, residents and other agency stakeholders with 

information related to proposed locations and design aspects of a proposed new 
sewage pumping station that will be located on 5th Sideroad in the Town of 
Innisfil, servicing the Innisfil Heights economic district.

 To outline the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) Process.

 To present the study area, purpose and objectives of the Class EA.

 To present the problem/opportunity statement for the project along with the 
alternative solutions.

 To receive feedback on the evaluation of alternatives and recommended 
preliminary preferred solution.

 To outline the project’s next steps and proposed schedule.
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 A municipality is required to conduct a Municipal Class EA before this type of 
infrastructure improvement project can proceed to construction.  A Municipal Class EA 
follows an approved planning process designed to protect the environment and to 
ensure compliance with the Environmental Assessment Act. 

 The purpose of the Environmental Assessment Act (EA Act) is to provide for “…the 
betterment of the people of the whole or any part of Ontario by providing for the 
protection, conservation and wise management in Ontario of the environment.“  The 
term “environment” is broadly defined and includes the built, natural, socio-economic 
and cultural environments.

 The process requires the evaluation of potential solutions and design concepts so as 
to select a suitable approach that will address the problem/opportunity, but also keep 
impacts to a minimum.

 Based on the scope of this project, the new Innisfil Heights Sewage Pumping Station 1 
(IH SPS 1) is being planned as a Schedule ‘B’ Municipal Class EA Project, which will 
complete Phases 1 to 2 of the Class EA process.

Background of the Class EA Process
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We are here
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InnServices Utilities Inc. completed a Master Servicing Plan (MSP) update in 2018 which 
identified wastewater servicing strategies to accommodate the population and employment 
growth outlined in the Innisfil Official Plan (2018). 

The purpose of this Class EA is to identify a suitable location for the proposed new Innisfil 
Heights Sewage Pumping Station 1 (IH SPS 1) to be located on 5th Sideroad in the Town of 
Innisfil.  The MSP indicates that IH SPS 1 is required near the 9th Line, to service Georgian 
Downs and lands near the 9th Line.  

1. Satisfy the Schedule B Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process.
2. Provide infrastructure capacity and flexibility to meet future capacity demands 

identified in InnServices Master Servicing Plan Update (MSP), 2018.
3. Minimize environmental impacts, and other impacts including natural and socio-

economic.

Study Purpose & Objectives

Purpose

Objectives
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Study Background
As part of the MSP various alternatives were examined in order to provide servicing for
the first phase of the Innisfil Heights economic district expansion, an area designated as a 
Strategic Settlement Employment Area. In order to promote, facilitate and maximize the 
planned expansion of this area, the MSP identified that a municipal sanitary sewage collection 
system is required. The MSP identified “Alternative 6, Option B” as the preferred option.  

Alternative 6 establishes a sanitary
collection system connected to the 
Lakeshore wastewater system via
Innisfil Beach Road and 20th Sideroad
for the first phase of development
up to year 2031. 

As part of this alternative several 
sewage pumping stations were 
identified along the sewer 
route including the new IH SPS 1. 
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The study area is within Innisfil and 
is situated on Treaty land that is the 
Traditional Territories of the First 
Peoples of Turtle Island. It is 
shared between the Anishinaabe 
peoples of Beausoleil First Nation, 
Chippewas of Rama First Nation, 
and Chippewas of Georgina Island 
First Nation.

The Study Area is defined as the 
overall area bounded by the east 
and west side of 5th Sideroad 
between Innisfil Beach Road and 
9th Line on which a new sewage 
pumping station can be located to 
best service Georgian Downs and 
lands near the 9th Line in the 
Strategic Settlement Employment 
Area. 

Study Area
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Problem / Opportunity Statement

Identify and develop a preferred solution (location) for the new Innisfil 
Heights Sewage Pumping Station 1 on 5th Sideroad to meet the future 
capacity requirements of the Strategic Settlement Employment Area.
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Various studies have been completed to determine existing environmental conditions as well as to identify any 
potential impacts the alternative solutions pose to the environment within the Study Area. 

Natural Environment
• The study area includes several smaller natural heritage components including woodlands, wetlands and a watercourse that 

are intermixed with agricultural, rural residential and commercial lands. Excluding the agricultural and/or maintained lands, a 
total of nine vegetation communities were identified. The right of way (ROW) is typically composed of open ‘field’ habitat 
composed of opportunistic herbaceous/grass species. Riparian vegetation typically exists in proximity to one mapped 
watercourse within the study area. The study area includes the Lawson Drain (in the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority watershed), which is considered a drainage feature with potential fish habitat functions.

Cultural Environment
• A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment determined that there are five previously registered archaeological sites located within 

one kilometer of the Study Area, but not within 50 metres. The Innisvale Cemetery and Crematorium must be avoided by any 
project design. Parts of the Study Area exhibit archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 assessment.

• Cultural Heritage Report background research revealed that there are three potential cultural heritage landscapes (CHL’s) 
within the study area. 

Social Environment
• Land Use within the study area is designated as agricultural and employment area under the Town of Innisfil Official Plan. This 

area is also considered the ‘Strategic Settlement Employment Area’.  The Zoning bylaw refers to the employment area as 
Industrial Business Complex. 

Existing Environmental Conditions
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Alternative Solutions
Five properties have been considered in the review of site alternatives 
with a total of six (6) alternative locations being considered for the SPS 
location.  

The site alternatives consider an area larger than the actual footprint of 
the future SPS site.  This allows consideration to determine the best 
location for the footprint based on preliminary design aspects including 
soil, property owner considerations and the specific elevation of the site 
footprint.  The SPS will ultimately be located on the frontage of the 
property in close proximity to the road allowance and wastewater main. 
A wastewater main has been constructed on Innisfil Beach Road as the 
discharge location.

 Alternative 1 – 7651 5th Sideroad, Innisfil

 Alternative 2A – 7485 5th Sideroad, Innisfil

 Alternative 2B – 7485 5th Sideroad, Innisfil 

 Alternative 3 - 7405 5th Sideroad, Innisfil 

 Alternative 4 - 3576 Innisfil Beach Road, Innisfil

 Alternative 5 – 3681 9th Line, Innisfil

The Master Servicing Plan identified that a municipal 
sewage collection system is required and therefore a ‘Do 

Nothing’ Alternative is not considered. 
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3651 5th Sideroad, Innisfil Site Characteristics and Potential Constraints
Alternative 1 is located at the north east corner of 5th Sideroad and 9th Line. The elevation of 
the site ranges from approximately 304 meters above sea level (m.a.s.l.) to 306 m.a.s.l.  It is 
expected that this property will experience future development. The property is at the north 
limit of the future strategic settlement employment area and abuts the municipal boundary.

The site is currently used for agricultural purposes and is designated as ‘Employment Area’ in 
the Town’s Official Plan. The property is within the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
(NVCA) watershed but not in a regulated area. 

Among the alternatives, this location is furthest from the proposed discharge location. Gravity 
sewer directed from the north and south would have to converge at this location and then be 
pumped to the sewer main on Innisfil Beach Road. 

From a geotechnical and hydrogeological engineering perspective, there is a good probability 
for well-drained, deeper glacial till deposits which is generally preferable for construction.  The 
site is not within the Wellhead Protection Area which could all be impacted from construction 
dewatering.  This site is within an area classified as a ‘Highly Vulnerable Aquifer’, as are all of 
the sites. 

A pedestrian survey (less invasive) Stage 2 archeological assessment is required for 
archeological potential. The Innisvale Cemetery and Crematorium is located on the south 
east side of 5th Sideroad and 9th Line and is considered a potential cultural heritage 
landscape. Potential heritage attributes include the cemetery office building, burial lots, 
mausoleum, columbarium, crematorium, scattering garden, and landscaping.

Alternative 1
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7485 5th Sideroad, Innisfil
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Alternative 2A
Site Characteristics and Potential Constraints

The site is located on the north west frontage of the Gateway Casinos Innisfil and 
Georgian Downs Racetrack complex. The site area is larger than required for use for 
an SPS however there is little topographical variation within the site. Based on the 
Town’s GPS this location has elevation varying between 304 – 306 m.a.s.l.  The 
location provides the opportunity to have a pumped crossing of the creek bisecting 
larger property and 5th Sideroad. Gravity sewer directed from the north and south 
would have to converge at this location and then be pumped to the sewer main on 
Innisfil Beach Road. 

The land is designated ‘Tourism / Commercial Area’. ‘Maintained Lands’ is the only 
ecological community within the Site boundaries.  The Site is within the NVCA 
regulated area, however, the location avoids close proximity to the Lawson Drain 
bisecting the larger property. Lawson Drain provides seasonal direct fish habitat and 
is protected under the Federal Fisheries Act.

From a geotechnical and hydrogeological engineering perspective, there is a good 
probability for well to imperfectly drained deeper glacial till deposits which is generally 
preferable for construction.  The site is not within the Wellhead Protection Area which 
could all be impacted from construction dewatering.  This site is within an area 
classified as a ‘Highly Vulnerable Aquifer’, as are all of the sites. 

The site is considered disturbed with no archeological potential.  The north boundary 
of the site is adjacent to the Innisvale Cemetery and Crematorium which is considered 
a potential cultural heritage landscape.  
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Alternative 2B 
Site Characteristics and Potential Constraints

The site is located on the south west frontage of the Gateway Casinos Innisfil and 
Georgian Downs Racetrack complex. The location appears raised and flat, and 
may currently be the site of a tile bed for wastewater disposal for the casino. Based 
on the Town’s GPS this location has an approximate elevation of 304 m.a.s.l. 

The location requires a gravity crossing of the creek crossing on 5th Sideroad. In 
terms of technical preferability this site requires a deeper wetwell than Alternative 1 
2A or 5, increasing capital and operational costs without significant improvement to 
the collection system layout or expansion of the catchment area. 

The land is designated ‘Tourism / Commercial Area’. ‘Maintained Lands’ is the only 
ecological community within the Site boundaries. The frontage of the site is 
approximately 110m to 140m from the Lawson Drain which provides seasonal 
direct fish habitat and is protected under the Federal Fisheries Act.  However, the 
Site footprint is not within the NVCA regulated area. 

The site’s soil type is classified Cohesionless Glaciolacustrine Sand Deposits and 
nearby well records show a mix of sand and clay. This is considered acceptable for 
construction, however, higher groundwater flow rates may require a more robust 
dewatering system. The site is near, but not within, the boundary of the Wellhead 
Protection Area. The site is in an area classified as a ‘Highly Vulnerable Aquifer’.  

A test pit survey is required for archeological potential. The southern boundary of 
the site is adjacent to an abandoned Canadian National Railway Line. On the west 
side of 5th Sideroad, the abandoned railway is the start/end of the Thornton-
Cookstown Trans-Canada Trail which is considered a potential cultural heritage 
landscape.

7485 5th Sideroad, Innisfil



Schedule B Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

Innisfil Heights Wastewater Servicing – Sewage Pumping Station 1

14

Alternative 3 
Site Characteristics and Potential Constraints

The site is located on a 1 acre lot located within Innisfil Heights strategic settlement employment 
area. The site is bound by the casino and racetrack on the north and by the abandoned railway line 
on the south border. The elevation of the site is approximately 304 m.a.s.l. The location requires a 
gravity crossing of the creek crossing on 5th Sideroad. In terms of technical preferability this site 
requires a deeper wetwell than Location 1, 2A or 5 increasing capital and operational costs without 
significant improvement to the collection system layout or expansion of the catchment area. 

The site is currently used for agricultural purposes and is designated as ‘Employment Area’ in the 
Town’s Official Plan.  The site’s vegetation communities are classified as ‘treed cultural hedgerow’ 
and ‘agriculture’. The property is within the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) 
watershed, the frontage of the site is outside of the regulated area limits.  Lawson drain is not within 
Site or property boundaries, however, it is approximately 140m from the frontage of the site. 

The site’s soil type is classified Cohesionless Glaciolacustrine Sand Deposits and nearby well 
records show a mix of sand and clay.  This is considered acceptable for construction, however, the 
major consideration for the sand deposits is groundwater control and constructability. Depending on 
the grain size distribution and percentage of fines, higher groundwater flow rates are expected for 
excavations made into the sands. The site is near, but not within, the boundary of the Wellhead 
Protection Area. The site is in an area classified as a ‘Highly Vulnerable Aquifer’, as are all of the 
sites. As well, this site near to, but outside of, an area of ‘Significant Groundwater Recharge’.

A test pit survey is required for archeological potential. The northern boundary of the site is adjacent 
to an abandoned Canadian National Railway Line. On the west side of 5th Sideroad, the abandoned 
railway is the start/end of the Thornton-Cookstown Trans-Canada Trail which is considered a 
potential cultural heritage landscape.

7405 5th Sideroad, Innisfil
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Alternative 4 
Site Characteristics and Potential Constraints

The site is located at the north west corner of a large property currently used for agriculture. 
The elevation of the site is approximately 302 to 304 m.a.s.l. The location requires a gravity 
crossing of the creek crossing on 5th Sideroad. In terms of technical preferability this site 
requires a deeper wetwell than Alternative 1, 2A or 5 increasing capital and operational costs 
without significant improvement to the collection system layout or expansion of the catchment 
area. 

The Official Plan designation is ‘Employment Area’ and the south portion has a ‘Hazard Land’ 
designation.  The site’s vegetation communities are classified as ‘annual row crops’. The 
property is within the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) watershed, and 
within the regulated area limits.  Lawson drain is not within Site boundaries, however, it is 
approximately 140m from the frontage of the site. 

The site’s soil type is classified Cohesionless Glaciolacustrine Sand Deposits and nearby well 
records show a mix of sand and clay.  This is considered acceptable for construction, however, 
the major consideration for the sand deposits is groundwater control and constructability. 
Depending on the grain size distribution and percentage of fines, higher groundwater flow 
rates are expected for excavations made into the sands. The site is near, but not within, the 
boundary of the Wellhead Protection Area. The site is in an area classified as a ‘Highly 
Vulnerable Aquifer’, as are all of the sites.  As well, the south half of the site is in an area of 
‘Significant Groundwater Recharge’.

A Pedestrian survey is required for archeological potential.  A farmstead property located 
across the road from the Site was identified for having potential heritage attributes.

3576 Innisfil Beach Road, Innisfil



Schedule B Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

Innisfil Heights Wastewater Servicing – Sewage Pumping Station 1

16

Alternative 5 
Site Characteristics and Potential Constraints

The site is located at the north east corner of a large property currently used for 
agriculture. The elevation of the site is approximately 307 to 303 m.a.s.l towards to 
south end of the site. The location provides the opportunity to have a pumped 
crossing of the creek bisecting larger property and 5th Sideroad. 

The land is designated as ‘Agricultural Area’ with no other vegetation community type 
besides open agriculture. This property is not slated for future development within the 
Strategic Settlement Employment Area. 

The Site is partially within the NVCA regulated area, however, the location avoids 
close proximity to the Lawson Drain bisecting the larger property. Lawson Drain 
provides seasonal direct fish habitat and is protected under the Federal Fisheries Act.

From a geotechnical and hydrogeological engineering perspective, there is a good 
probability for well to imperfectly drained deeper glacial till deposits which is generally 
preferable for construction.  The site is not within the Wellhead Protection Area which 
could all be impacted from construction dewatering.  This site is within an area 
classified as a ‘Highly Vulnerable Aquifer’, as are all of the sites. 

A pedestrian survey (less invasive) Stage 2 archeological assessment is required for 
archeological potential. The Innisvale Cemetery and Crematorium is located across 
from the site and is considered a potential cultural heritage landscape.

3681 9th Line, Innisfil
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• Each of the alternatives were evaluated based on their potential impact to 
the study area environment (physical, natural, cultural, and socio-
economic). 

• The evaluation is presented in a table or matrix to provide a simplified, 
visual comparison. 

• An increased number of larger circles indicates that an alternative has 
increasing positive impacts and fewer negative impacts.

Evaluation
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Evaluation of Alternatives 
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Evaluation of Alternatives (Continued) 
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Given the results of the 
preliminary evaluation, 
it is proposed that 
Alternative 2A  located 
at 7485 5th Sideroad, 
Innisfil be selected as 
the Recommended 
Solution.

Preliminary Recommended Solution 
7485 5th Sideroad, Innisfil
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Next Steps and Proposed Schedule

Receive 
Comments 

Thursday, 
November 10th, 

2022

Review 
comments, 
incorporate 

feedback from the 
PIC

Select the 
Preferred 

Alternative and 
Finalize Project 

File Report

Issue Notice of 
Study Completion 

and provide Project 
File Report for final 

30-day public 
review and 

comment period

Winter 2022

Address and 
incorporate 

comments. If no 
Notice of Proposed 
Order is received 
from the MECP; 

proceed to 
preliminary design
Winter 2022/2023
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Comments may be sent to the study team by email or regular mail. Public input is 
encouraged throughout this process and will be given consideration during the 
planning and design of this project. 

22

Mrs. Jenna DeGroote, C.E.T.
Capital Project Manager
InnServices Utilities Inc.
7251 Yonge Street
Innisfil, ON
L9S 0J3
Email: jdegroote@innservices.co

Ms. Preya Balgobin, P.Eng.
Project Manager
Ainley Group
195 County Ct Blvd #300, 
Brampton, ON 
L6W 4P7
Email: preya.balgobin@ainleygroup.com

The deadline for comments is Thursday November 10th, 2022

Your Comments are Important to Us
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